103                      The American Problem
Not all Americans are at home in America or are accep-
ted as first-class citizens. For America, no more than
otfa^r countries, has found a means of uniting all its people on
the basis of freedom. Its political and social tradition, which
has so successfully set out to make man ar.d women proud and
glad to be Americans in this world, has not dealt: or attempted
to deal with all of human hopes and fears.
Nor is this all. American unity has, in a^ sense, decreased
as the original religious homogeneity of the thirteen states
has been diluted by non-Protestant, non-Christian elements.
America is now the capital of world Jewry, and anti-Semitism
is one of rha problems that perplex the wise American, Jew or
Gentile, and tempt the demagogue, lay or clerical In New
York, the concentration of nearly two million Jews has made it
possible to pretend to ignore, over the large areas where none
bu: Jews live, that outside those areas there are present the
elements of jealous hatred which are the standby of the anti-
Semite. Whether Jew or Gentile is exclusively to blame is not
a subject for inquiry^ here. "Restricted holiday camps'* that
exclude Jews are neither the cause nor the result of camps
advertising "dietary rules strictly observed" that exclude
Gentiles. There is anti-Semitism among the Negroes of
Harlem, one "under-privileged" people set against another.
And there is the old cleavage between the old, assimilated,
modern-minded Jews and the mass of '"Jews without money/'
often bringing from the ghettoes of Poland the qualities bred
in ghettoes which are not socially valuable in the modern
world. Whether American Gentile society is so rich in
social talent, in artistic taste and in intellectual power as to
be able to afford, in the Long run, the snobbish exclusjveness
of so many clubs and fashionable suburbs is open to question.
What is not open to question is the danger to American
social and political life inherent in the exploitation of anti-
Semitism by crypto-fascist organizations, as well as by bigoted
devotees of peace and international brotherhood. Colonel
Lindbergh may have only been obeying a memory of his
father's vehement intolerance when he hinted that the Jews
had better behave themselves (in the father's case, it was the
Catholics who were warned). But the priests and ministers
and Senators and Congressmen who have, in the not very
remote past, accepted, more or less willingly, the aid of rabid